
August 23, 2019 

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND EMAIL 

Seah Levy 
Public Records Access Officer 

 
 

 

Re: Massachusetts Public Records Request 

Dear Public Records Access Officer: 

We represent in connection with its End The Backlog 
project and submit this letter to you on its behalf. ·s a non-profit organization focused
on preventing and remediating sexual assault, domestic violence and child abuse. As part of the 
End the Backlog project · s collecting information throughout the country concerning 
policies and procedures on evidence processing for the crime of rape, as well as information on 
the processing of rape kits each year. The ultimate goal of this initiative is to end the backlog of 
untested rape kits throughout the United States and to work with jurisdictions to develop and 
implement survivor-centered reforms. is hoping to collaborate with your office, the 
Cambridge Police Department ("CPD"), as well as other local authorities, in pursuit of this goal. 

This letter is a request for information from • pursuant to the Massachusetts Public 
Records Law, M. G. L. c. 66 § 10 (the "Public Records Law"). As you are aware, the Public 
Records Law provides that the public must have access to public records not specifically exempt 
from disclosure. 

hereby requests that the CPD provide public records regarding each of the following: 

1. Any documentation regarding the number of all sexual assault evidence kits received by
the CPD broken down by year;

2. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by the
CPD that have been sent to a crime lab for DNA analysis broken down by year;

3. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by the
CPD that have not been sent to a lab for DNA analysis and remain in any storage
facilities currently under the CPD'sjurisdiction and control, the date the kit was
originally collected, and the reason the kit remains untested;
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Fwd: FW: [P190733] Public Records Request - Revised Cost
Estimate - Cambridge, MA
1 message

@joyfulheartfoundation.org> Wed, Nov 6, 2019 at 11:30 AM
@joyfulheartfoundation.org>

**********************

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: @goodwinlaw.com>
Date: Tue, Nov 5, 2019 at 3:29 PM
Subject: FW: [P190733] Public Records Request - Revised Cost Estimate - Cambridge, MA
To: @joyfulheartfoundation.org>
Cc: @goodwinlaw.com>, 

@goodwinlaw.com>

,

 

This is the current response from Cambridge. We can discuss later on the all-hands call.

 

Best,
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Goodwin Procter LLP

@goodwinlaw.com | goodwinlaw.com 

 

From: Levy , Seah @Cambridgema.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2019 3:14 PM
To: @goodwinlaw.com>
Subject: [P190733]  Public Records Request - Revised Cost Estimate

 

Dear ,

 

A revised cost estimate for your public records request dated 8/23/2019 is
attached.

 

Thank you,

 

Seah

 

Seah Levy

Public Records Access Officer

City of Cambridge, Law Department

http://www.goodwinlaw.com/
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*******************************************************************

This message was sent from Goodwin Procter LLP and is intended only for the designated
recipient(s). It may contain confidential or proprietary information and may be subject to the
attorney-client privilege or other confidentiality protections. If you are not a designated recipient, you
may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you receive this in error, please notify the sender
by reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you.

*******************************************************************

2 attachments

[P190733] Public Records Request - Revised Cost Estimate.pdf
122K

[P190733] PRR Sexual Assault Kits.PDF
115K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=16e418dc7d50758c&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=16e418d20827fd0ac442&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=16e418dc7d50758c&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=16e418d20827542c3c83&safe=1&zw


 

                                                                    

       
 
Nancy E. Glowa                         Assistant City Solicitors 
City Solicitor          Paul S. Kawai 
           Keplin K. U. Allwaters              
Arthur J. Goldberg          Sean M. McKendry 
Deputy City Solicitor         Megan B. Bayer           
                          Brian A. Schwartz   
Samuel A. Aylesworth         Katherine Sarmini Hoffman     
First Assistant City Solicitor       

Public Records Access Officer 
Seah Levy 

       CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
   Office of the City Solicitor 
   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

            Cambridge, Massachusetts  02139 
 

 
October 31, 2019 

 
BY EMAIL: @goodwinlaw.com 

 
  

Re: Public Records Cost Estimate Response for Reference # P190733-082619 

Dear : 

I write in response to your request of 08/23/2019, attached hereto, stating “Joyful Hearth 
hereby requests that the CPD provide public records regarding each of the following: 

1. Any documentation regarding the number of all sexual assault evidence kits received 
by the CPD broken down by year; 

2. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by 
the CPD that have been sent to a crime lab for DNA analysis broken down by year; 

3. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by 
the CPD that have not been sent to a lab for DNA analysis and remain in any storage 
facilities currently under the CPD's jurisdiction and control, the date the kit was 
originally collected, and the reason the kit remains untested; 

4. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by 
the CPD that have been destroyed or lost; and 

5. Any written policies or procedures regarding the CPD's practices on handling of 
sexual assault evidence kits, including testing and destruction protocols, and also 
including any documents defining the meaning of any terms or abbreviations used by 
the CPD pertaining to sexual assault evidence kits and evidence tracking systems, if 
applicable.”   
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On 8/30/2019 I called your office and spoke with , and requested a time 
period for this request. On that same day, wrote back and specified a five year 
time period.  On 9/3/2019 you wrote to me after speaking with you team, and corrected this time 
period to 30 years. On 8/23/2019 I sent you a cost estimate response to your request, in the 
amount of $450.00, and on 9/12/2019 you wrote back, asking “how much time it would take, and 
the associated cost, to provide me the same materials and information that were provided to the 
executive office of public safety and security in connection with the 2018 and 2019 inventory of 
rape kits?”  On 9/27/2019 I responded to your question, and asked if a spreadsheet format would 
be sufficient.  You responded that you would be happy with the information in whatever form it 
was provided as part of the audit responses.  Below is a revised cost estimate for your response, 
based on the new parameters. 

The City is treating your inquiry as a public records request pursuant to G.L. c. 66, § 10. 
Under 950 CMR 32.06(2)(f) and 32.07, the City is entitled to assess fees for search and copying 
time expenses as defined in 950 CMR 32.02, based on the hourly rate of the lowest paid 
employee capable of performing the task or no more than twenty-five dollars ($25) per hour, and 
provide the requester with an estimate of fees to be incurred prior to providing the documents 
responsive to the public records request.  The City is also entitled to assess charges for the actual 
cost of postage, and for copying costs at $0.05 per page.  As a courtesy, the City will waive the 
per page cost of the first fifty pages of 8 1/2 by 11 inch or 8 1/2 by 14 inch paper.  Therefore, 
prior to providing you with any documents in response to your public records request, the City 
hereby provides you with the below-outlined cost estimate for search time expenses, postage 
fees, and per page copying fees associated with responding to your request. 

SEARCH AND COPYING TIME EXPENSES 
Hours Department Hourly Rate Total 

4 Police Department $25 $100 
 

  

SUBTOTAL  $100 
  

(2)  Less hours deducted pursuant to  
950 CMR 32.07(m)(1). 

($50) 

 
GRAND TOTAL  $50 

 
As outlined above, the City’s estimated cost for providing you with a response to your 

public records request is $50.00.  Accordingly, please remit a check in the amount of $50.00 
payable to the City of Cambridge, directed to my attention as follows:  Seah Levy, Public 
Records Access Officer, Law Department, 

.  The City will begin work on your public records request once your 
payment has been received.  Please note that if the estimate provided turns out to be less than the 
actual time spent responding to your public records request, the City will comply with the 
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request to the extent paid for and will submit a new estimate to you prior to completing the 
remainder of the response.  In the event that the fee paid by you exceeds the actual cost to the 
City, the City will return your check and ask that you issue a check for the actual amount of the 
cost to the City.   

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seah Levy 
Public Records Access Officer  

Enclosure 
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Fwd: Cambridge, MA: [P190733] Kean Public Records Request Response - Sexual Assault Kit Data

@joyfulheartfoundation.org> Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 12:23 PM
@joyfulheartfoundation.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: @goodwinlaw.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2020 at 2:45 PM
Subject: Cambridge, MA: [P190733]  Public Records Request Response - Sexual Assault Kit Data
To: @joyfulheartfoundation.org>
Cc: @goodwinlaw.com>, @goodwinlaw.com>

Hi ,

 

Attached please find additional information from Cambridge, MA in response to our request. 

The Sexual Assault Kit Data is a list of information regarding kits collected in 2018 and 2019.  There’s not much information there – I thought that the
city was required to provide more information as part of the mandatory audits.  Do you want me to ask Seah if that is really everything they provided
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in response to the audits?

Also, she attached the Adult Sexual Assault Guidelines.

 

Best,

 

 

Goodwin Procter LLP

@goodwinlaw.com | goodwinlaw.com 

 

From: Levy , Seah  
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 1:48 PM
To: @goodwinlaw.com>
Subject: [P190733]  Public Records Request Response - Sexual Assault Kit Data

 

Dear ,

 

The response to your public records request dated 8/23/2020 is attached.

 

Thank you,

http://www.goodwinlaw.com/
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Seah

 

Seah Levy

Public Records Access Officer

City of Cambridge, Law Department

 

*******************************************************************

This message was sent from Goodwin Procter LLP and is intended only for the designated recipient(s). It may contain confidential or proprietary
information and may be subject to the attorney-client privilege or other confidentiality protections. If you are not a designated recipient, you may not
review, copy or distribute this message. If you receive this in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you.

*******************************************************************

4 attachments

[P190733] Public Records Request Response - Sexual Assault Kit Data.pdf
68K

[P190733]  PRR Sexual Assault Kits Data.PDF
115K

[P190733] Sexual Assault Kit Data.pdf
4K

[P190733] Adult Sexual Assault Guidelines.pdf
2104K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=17164e8356440843&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=17164e7460d86c5df832&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=17164e8356440843&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=17164e7460df1fcd56a3&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=17164e8356440843&attid=0.3&disp=attd&realattid=17164e7460df928a37a4&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=96bdd2dd2e&view=att&th=17164e8356440843&attid=0.4&disp=attd&realattid=17164e7460df1a75f635&safe=1&zw
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Deputy City Solicitor         Megan B. Bayer           
                          Brian A. Schwartz   
Samuel A. Aylesworth         Katherine Sarmini Hoffman     
First Assistant City Solicitor       

Public Records Access Officer 
Seah Levy 

       CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
   Office of the City Solicitor 
   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

            Cambridge, Massachusetts  02139 
 

 
April 9, 2020 

 
 

 
  

 Re: Public Records Response for Reference # P190733-082619 
 

Dear : 
 

I write in response to your request of 08/23/2019, attached hereto, stating  hereby 
requests that the CPD provide public records regarding each of the following: 

1. Any documentation regarding the number of all sexual assault evidence kits received by the 
CPD broken down by year; 

2. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by the CPD 
that have been sent to a crime lab for DNA analysis broken down by year; 

3. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by the CPD 
that have not been sent to a lab for DNA analysis and remain in any storage facilities currently 
under the CPD's jurisdiction and control, the date the kit was originally collected, and the 
reason the kit remains untested; 

4. Any documentation regarding the number of sexual assault evidence kits received by the CPD 
that have been destroyed or lost; and 

5. Any written policies or procedures regarding the CPD's practices on handling of sexual assault 
evidence kits, including testing and destruction protocols, and also including any documents 
defining the meaning of any terms or abbreviations used by the CPD pertaining to sexual 
assault evidence kits and evidence tracking systems, if applicable.”   

 



 

 

The City has treated your inquiry as a public records request pursuant to G.L. c. 66, § 10. On 
8/30/2019 I called your office and spoke with Kelley Timmons and requested a time period for this 
request. On that same day, Kelley Timmons wrote back and specified a five year time period.  On 
9/3/2019 you wrote to me after speaking with you team, and corrected this time period to 30 years. On 
8/23/2019 I sent you a cost estimate response to your request, in the amount of $450.00, and on 9/12/2019 
you wrote back, asking “how much time it would take, and the associated cost, to provide me the same 
materials and information that were provided to the executive office of public safety and security in 
connection with the 2018 and 2019 inventory of rape kits?”  On 9/27/2019 I responded to your question  
and asked if a spreadsheet format would be sufficient.  You responded that you would be happy with the 
information in whatever form it was provided as part of the audit responses.  On 10/31/2019 I provided 
you with a revised cost estimate in the amount of $50.   

 
Your payment for this amount was received on 2/25/2020.  Please find attached documents 

responsive to your request. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
slevy@cambridgema.gov. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Seah Levy 
Public Records Access Officer  

Enclosures 
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SEXUAL ASSAULT KIT DATA 
 

2018 

Total of 15 kits received for 2018 

10 kits sent to lab tested and returned 

2 kits were released to other agencies 

3 kits unreported1 not sent to lab 

 

2019 

Total 18 kits received for 2019 

9 kits sent to lab and returned 

9 kits unreported not sent to lab 

 

1 Unreported kits are those kits where the victim remains anonymous/does not file a report.  
These kits are refrigerated and stored in evidence indefinitely in case the victim decides to 
proceed with a report at a later date. 
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